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In Our
Own
Backyard:

Long Meadow
Ranch

BY KATHLEEN DRESSEN

In Our Own Backyard is a new series of
things to do around the valley. Napa coun-
ty residents enjoy fabulous weather; pic-
turesque vista and abundant natural
resources - so, when was the last time you
got out and became a tourist in your own
backyard.

The first excursion for Our Own
Backyard was a clear-cut choice. I'd
been a fan of Long Meadow Ranch
olive oil since winning a bottle in a raf-
fle a couple of years ago and had heard
great things about their wines and
organic farming methods. But their
remote location in the Mayacamas
Mountains means they’re not accessible
to the public by conventional means.

They do, however, offer tours, or, to
use their term, excursions. By pre-
paid reservation only, the Wine &
Olive Oil excursion leaves on
Saturday morning, 10:30 a.m. sharp,

from Rutherford Gardens in

Rutherford (across from Grgich Hills
Cellar). The cost is $35, but Long
Meadow Ranch participates in the
Napa Neighbor Program and offers a
$25 discount for locals. The $10 cost
is a great value for what you get.

First is Rutherford Gardens, a pretty
gathering place with fragrant basil and
flowers growing along paths leading to
six acres of organically grown strawber-
ries, peppers, corn and other vegeta-
bles. These are sold inside the Garden’s
pole-barn pavilion on Saturdays
through Thanksgiving. A massive oak
dominates the space but 100-year-old
fig trees also provide shade and inter-
est, along with a secret room.

You know you're in for a unique expe-
rience when a 10-passenger Swiss
Army, all terrain Pinzgauer pulls into
the parking lot. After everyone is






