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Jay Mcinerney | Uncorked
A novel approach to wine writing

CHEGNICLE STy WaiTne

Ineemey is @ highly successfol novelist
rumbded inbo wine writing, and has dis:
d if allows him to drink his way across
b

e s ruark om Ahe Ligerary world wiih his
|1, “Bright Lights, Big City,” m 1984,
yritten entirely in second pemsan, making
* drag-addled factchecker for the New
a job Mclmemmey himsell had done.

. his friend Domansgue Browmning was
Litsar im chied o House & Gapden maga-
fseen M lnemey had taken foextravagant
¢ alveniures, sach as flying to Lomdaon
le dinmer whien his fmend, novelist [a-
nes, offered 1o open something good
cellar. Browning asked Melnerney of be
e a monthly wine colamn for ihe mag-

Slelnermey had mever writhen abom wine, bal
b sy, “The sate of wine wedting inibis country
was pretty abyemal, If was boring. B was technical
It sevmsed like there might be room br a passica-
gle writer.” So he agresd.

He zys a1 the time be dislibed Calfoonia wins,
s he flew here tosee o he coukl evercme his bia
The first persan he met was colebab winemakes
Heben Tuarley, and he says she mbessewed him
abrut which wines he liked before alleving him ti
tate hers. Fortunately [or him, Be mknowimply
todd her a Peter Micheel Chardonay she had
made was cnee of his Lnonites.

Miclevemiey was sed uced by Califor s ol Ca-
bemet Seuvignons, which he sy are rock 'n’ mll,
seary and loud,” bt he s he shill lées Burgun.
dies best. He does. love cating i the kay Area, he
sy he had a Gabulous meal an Qaire the night
before our mberview, and left to med feends o

Selnerney’s wisw coluiming lave been
i Bw Boaks, the most receml of wh
Hiedemist in the Cellar™ CAlfred A Kni
Fuen for a wine writer, he drinks very 1
apparent from the colomns, which oftes
trate on secking vut and drinking with |
af the best small-produciion wines the |
o alfer,

He gt marrried T thee Toaarth fime e
weaneh i Amne Heard (a2 member of i
Ahial avwems Ahis newspaperk, loamier Moy
ar Hudy Coiwliom ollceited ey ser
Ridge Gevaenville amad 3004 Wackc] Bous
Granids Charrons Mewraisli o the wed
ner, akang with 5V Veuve Clicgust Ch
Brut because “T oouldn’® get a grewied CF
i large enough quanine=”™ He e,
serve 190 Dhoan Perigison Cham pagese B
reheamal dinmer,

t you inlerested in

i Siim Al Rlses® by
mgway) and got he
ey s b ol el
- dnmking wine all
Thee beooh Alse,
't deink wine They
cocktail generation
| Ehe dessnigting (i
KRevisited” by Evedym
“harles and Sebastzan
‘e wane oellar. The
ememder when | was
Lk sk At s R
lwas the most sophis-
m Ahe workd, sillng
vl &0 much pleasuze
ne | wenk bo Williams
1 remembeer sedinmg
{-dis-Pape 1o bmpres.
3 reliable amd
ﬂfﬂh Tsr S0,

s the first greal wing
st havirg?

uriting progrumn with
o] Carver, amd |
1 4 & liquor store (o
my felbowship, We
21 amd Might Train

Every naght 1 wosakl ke Boane
a bl 1 starned wiik %150 Y-
poslavien Caberniel and worked
my way ap Lo 3 Freigerse, [ we
il ks layuor thop when | heard
oy Bird novel was accepted by
Random Heare. | boaght one of
the Boedeaux thag had been gath:
ering <ust, a WS {Chareaup
Senith Maul Lafite Thal was a
el botile,

0 What are you drinking mosl
gl Ao

A I'm drimkeng a kot of Califormia
Pimok Moir fromhe Santa Barlars
area, [ske Sea Swoke and Browes-
Chftcm, and Hartfoed Coart,
Hirch Vinevards) amd Flisaers
feveem thee Somoima Cinast. | End oy
sell remchang for Pinot lately be-
caigsy i1 80 o] wath so much
foscad I'medrinking o lot of Kicdking
e 1 i that 1% loaw aleohl,
and 1 cen deenk 2 hall bottde before
a meal and o get coimpletcly
{drankl. I"en drinking wines tha
are not absourdly  overestracted
and absucdly Bagh o aleobal. [shll
like & Shater Hillside Select {Ca-
bernel Samvigrsont ar a Harlin Fs-
abe of & Long Meadow Banch

Loz Mlarsaci  The CRrossnia

@ What wine did you hane with
dirmer last right?

ik 1 kad a 302 Bond Veoma (Magpa
Valdley rod blendb, [ gorts sy s a
e i wanis. 1 think of myself 25
a Pimeod guy, beal it was s mach and

wiluptus.  Michel  Ealland
e hiaw Lo i Lannam

I ‘Whal wire do you Think peo-
i don't drinks emousgh?
Az Riesding. Wine geeks are absays
Irving 1o gef the resd of e pog-
ukalsn intefeeed in Reesling and
it mewer waorks. Every somnmelier [
know will tell you B ol
Isendly Ricsling is, ket nobody
pver oeders it People haee this viie
veral dear when they s ihe
thin boftle. They think of Blue
Mun. [ serve Bissling G the food
and wine tanatics 1 hang azound
wills, bt | woubl mever (hink of
st woontldn't gt it Rioga is under:
ted in the med categony.
Fir 5100 yom can get & very decenl
wwine that has four o e yeass of
Tl age. Foe %60 you can get
something extracndinany.

{1 How mary wines da yoa Fied
in your callar?

Bz 1 think 1 have abexn 120 cases
Lo sy people codlesd moee than
they dirimk. Thee obsect of life @ not
to dic wills @ cellar hull of wisse.
‘The olgect is to die with no botibes

in vesar cellar, To drnk your Lt
Pt oo sacanie aund g 103 slise g that
night amd mod wake up. O Sepl.
T IZ00RY, T was an Mew Yok Losa
Faruben, the T eodior of House
& Garden, cooked dinner at her
T Jo @ B ol s | grabbed the
fwo besi wines | had, a 1990 La
B ppe e Hernistage andd 4 1942
Lynch.-Rages.  Dotlles of wine
aren'l like painfings. A1 scwne
pnin yen Buve 2o consame them. |
fhonght that af 1 walk oul of here
arsd ped Bl b a calp, | don’y wapd o
think, "I didn't apen that batthe™

0 1 you weirnd on dedlh row and
the warden allowed you ons

flass al wins, what »
A The 7l La Tache
cuntrmder. Thee bl
Tl ik nhe 'S5 1a &
awon. Thal's my birt

[ i you were 8 win
wou ki you b7

Az [ woald prohably b
neufdu:Fape  heca
sbile, Men passionats
aed. |l | was io made
medie wne, | il
Fanfandel.
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